Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 236929 
71 

ORIGIN EA-13 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NEA-06 10-03 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 DODE-OO EUR-10 PM-03 H-01 NSC-10 

NSCE-00 PRS-01 DRC-01 /074 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/GRK: GTCHURCHILL:PR 
APPROVED BY NEA - JJSISCO 
NEA - MR. DAVIES 
S/S-O: R. ELTZ 

020067 

P R 040235Z DEC 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ATHENS PRIORITY 
INFO ALL NATO CAPITALS 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRET STATE 236929 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR GR, US 

SUBJECT: EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH GREEK AMBASSADOR 

1. GREEK AMBASSADOR SOROKOS CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY RODGER DAVIES ON DEC. 3. TO DISCUSS GREEK SITUA- 
TION AND MID-EAST DEVELOPMENTS. FOLLOWING POINTS WERE 
COVERED IN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON GREECE. 

2. FOLLOWING LINES OF PRIME MINISTER ANDROUTSOPOULOS' 
STATEMENT OF NOVEMBER 28, SOROKOS REITERATED POINT THAT 
THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN GREECE’S FOREIGN POLICY, PARTICULAR- 
LY IN THE IMPORTANCE GREECE ATTACHES TO THE ALLIANCE AND 
ITS BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH U.S. GREEK REGIME COULD UNDER- 
STAND THE INTEREST OTHER COUNTRIES FEEL IN DEVELOPMENTS IN 
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GREECE, BUT IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT GREEK DOMESTIC 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


PROBLEMS ARE FOR GREECE TO RESOLVE. 

3. MR. DAVIES SAID WE HAVE CONSISTENLY EXPRESSED OUR 
STRONG INTEREST IN OUR RELATIONS WITH GREECE, AND THERE 
HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN THIS ATTITUDE. THE PEOPLES OF 
GREECE AND THE U.S. HAVE A SHARED INTEREST ON MANY LEVELS, 

NOT LEAST OF WHICH IS IN SECURITY MATTERS. WE ARE 
APPRECIATIVE OF GREECE’S ROLE IN NATO. OUR COOPERATIVE 
RELATIONS IN THE SECURITY FIELD HAD CONTRIBUTED TO MAIN- 
TENANCE OF A STRONG POLITICAL-MILITARY POSTURE WHICH WAS 
HELPFUL IN STANDING DOWN THE SOVIETS IN OCTOBER. OUR 

POLICY TOWARD GREECE HAS BEEN MADE QUITE CLEAR IN THE 
PAST. WE CONSIDER THAT OUR RELATIONS ARE BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. NOT WITH ANY PARTICULAR REGIME IN GREECE. 

WE BELIEVE A CONSTITUTIONAL BASE PROVIDES THE BEST 
ASSURANCE FOR STABILITY, BUT THIS IS A GREEK PROBLEM, NOT 
FOR OUTSIDERS TO RESOLVE. IN RESOLVING ITS PROBLEMS, WE 
HOPE GREECE WILL ALSO BE ABLE TO REMOVE DIFFICULTIES THAT 
STAND IN THE WAY OF A SMOOTH INTERACTION WITHIN THE 
ALLIANCE. THAT TOO, HOWEVER, IS A GREEK PROBLEM. WE 
WILL BE FOLLOWING THE SITUATION IN GREECE CLOSELY AND 
SYMPATHETICALLY. WE WILL TRY NOT TO TAKE POSITIONS THAT 
WILL MAKE GREECE'S PROBLEMS ANY MORE DIFFICULT. 

4. SOROKOS SAID HE HAD NO DIRECT INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE NEW REGIME S PROGRAM, BUT HE BELIEVED THE LEADERS 
WERE TRYING TO DEVELOP A BALANCED POLICY. INSTEAD OF 
RUSHING INTO HASTY ELECTIONS IN MARCH OR APRIL AS PAPA- 
DOPOULOS INTENDED, THE REGIME WOULD ADOPT A SLOWER PACE 
PERHAPS HOLDING MORE REALISTIC ELECTIONS BY THE END OF 
1974 WITH A WIDER PARTICIPATION THAN WOULD HAVE BEEN 
POSSIBLE UNDER THE PAPADOPOULOS-MARKEZINIS SCHEME. 

SOROKOS WAS SURE DEFINITE INFORMATION WOULD BE FORTHCOMING 
IN THE NEXT DAYS OR WEEKS. 

5. SOROKOS HAD HEARD THAT SENATOR PELL HAD AGAIN PRO- 
POSED AN AMENDMENT TO THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE ACT CUTTING 
OFF FUNDS TO GREECE. HE FELT THE HASTINESS OF THIS MOVE 
INDICATED THAT THE SENATOR WAS ACTING PERHAPS ON THE ILL- 
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CONSIDERED ADVICE OF OTHERS. WITHOUT TAKING TIME TO 
UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION. MR. DAVIES SAID THAT IN CON- 
TACTS WITH THE CONGRESS HE HAD TAKEN THE POSITION THAT WE 
WERE WATCHING GREEK DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY AND WITH 
SYMPATHETIC CONCERN. BUT IT WAS PREMATURE TO SPECULATE 
ON THE DIRECTION THIS REGIME MIGHT TAKE. WE WILL BE 
TELLING PEOPLE LIKE SENATOR PELL THAT THE COMPLEX 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEM IS ONE WHICH ONLY THE GREEKS 
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CAN RESOLVE AND THEY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO PROCEED WITH 
OUT OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE. 

6. SOROKOS SAID HE HAD INDICATED TO FORMER FOREIGN 
MINISTER PALAMAS HIS WISH TO RETURN TO ATHENS BECAUSE OF 
FAMILY PROBLEMS. HE HAS REPEATED THIS REQUEST TO THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT. THE INITIAL REACTION WAS TO ASK HIM TO STAY 
ON IN WASHINGTON, BUT HE WILL HAVE TO INSIST ON RETURNING 
FAIRLY SOON. MR. DAVIES EXPRESSED SYMPATHETIC UNDER- 
STANDING, AND APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK THE AMBASSADOR 
HAS DONE HERE. KISSINGER 
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